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26 Terrace Street, Montpelier, Vermont 05609 
 

TO:  Vermont Mental Health Performance Indicator Project 
Advisory Group and Interested Parties 

 
FROM: John Pandiani, Emma Harrigan, and Walter Ochs 
 
DATE:  December 9, 2011 
 
RE: Criminal Charges and Incarceration after SA Services FY2009-2010  
 
 
This report is the third in a series that provides information about the criminal justice involvement of 
individuals who received substance abuse (SA) services from Department of Mental Health (DMH) 
designated agencies (DA) during 1995-2010. The first report1 focused on overall incarceration rates 
for three treatment programs during the study period.  The second report2 expanded the focus of 
enquiry by comparing incarceration rates for SA service recipients to rates of incarceration for the 
general population.  This report further expands the focus of enquiry by examining rates of criminal 
charging during the year after a year in which recipients were served.  This analysis was conducted 
in response to a request from Anne VanDonsel, Vermont Division of Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Programs (ADAP). 
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This report is based on analysis of anonymous extracts from three Vermont databases: The DMH 
Monthly Service Report database provided basic demographic information for DA SA service 
recipients. The Vermont Department of Corrections (DOC) provided basic demographic information 
for all individuals incarcerated during the study period, and the Vermont Center for Justice Research 
provided basic demographic information for all individuals charged with a crime during the study 
period. Because these data sets do not share unique person identifiers, Probabilistic Population 
Estimation (PPE) was used to estimate the unduplicated numbers of people with SA services who 
were also represented in each of the two criminal justice data sets. 
 
Results of this analysis indicate that 18.7% of SA service recipients and 2.4% 
of Vermont’s adult population were charged with a crime during the study 
period, and that 19.9% of SA service recipients and 1.4% of Vermont’s adult 
population were incarcerated during the study period. Both criminal charging 
and incarceration tended to decrease with increasing age, and men were more 
likely than women to be charged with a crime and to be incarcerated. 
 
It is interesting to note that, more members of the general population were 
charged with a crime than were incarcerated during the study period, but, 
among SA service recipients, more individuals were incarcerated than were 
charged with a crime.  
 
We look forward to your interpretation of these findings, your questions and 
comments, and your requests for further analyses. As always, we can be reached at pip@state.vt.us 
or 802-828-1703.  

                                                 
1http://mentalhealth.vermont.gov/sites/dmh/files/pip/DMH-PIP_Aug_5_2011.pdf  
2 http://mentalhealth.vermont.gov/sites/dmh/files/pip/DMH-PIP_Oct_21_2011.pdf  
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Total

#

Age

18-34 2,471 ± 35 493 ± 110 19.9% ± 4.5% 545 ± 77 22.1% ± 3.1% 137,954 7,431 ± 131 5.4% ± 0.1% 4,120 ± 71 3.0% ± 0.1%

35-49 1,292 ± 19 259 ± 49 20.0% ± 3.8% 244 ± 42 18.9% ± 3.2% 130,007 3,310 ± 53 2.5% ± 0.0% 2,203 ± 39 1.7% ± 0.0%

50+ 490 ± 8 43 ± 19 8.8% ± 3.9% 57 ± 15 11.7% ± 3.1% 227,524 1,224 ± 20 0.5% ± 0.0% 639 ± 12 0.3% ± 0.0%

Gender

Male 2,796 ± 35 529 ± 114 18.9% ± 4.1% 629 ± 85 22.5% ± 3.1% 241,373 8,949 ± 137 3.7% ± 0.1% 5,960 ± 81 2.5% ± 0.0%

Female 1,457 ± 19 266 ± 45 18.2% ± 3.1% 217 ± 26 14.9% ± 1.8% 254,112 3,016 ± 41 1.2% ± 0.0% 1,001 ± 13 0.4% ± 0.0%

Total 4,253 ± 40 795 ± 122 18.7% ± 2.9% 847 ± 89 19.9% ± 2.1% 495,485 11,964 ± 143 2.4% ± 0.0% 6,961 ± 82 1.4% ± 0.0%

%%

Incarcerated Charged

# % ## # % #

SA 2009 - FY 2010

Incarcerated
Substance Abuse Service Recipients Vermont Adult Residents

Total Charged

of Substance Abuse Service Recipients & Adult VT Residents
Criminal Charges and Incarceration

Analysis is based on anonymous extracts from databases maintained by the Vermont Department of Mental Health (DMH), the Vermont Department of Corrections (DOC), and the Vermont Center for 
Justice Research.  The DMH data includes the date of birth and gender of all individuals served by each of the specfied programs during FY2009.  The DOC data and the Vermont Center for Justice 
Research includes the date of birth and gender of all individuals incarcerated during the susequent year.  Because these data sets do not share unique person identifiers, Probabilistic Population 
Estimation (PPE) was used to estimate the unduplicated number of people shared by the three data sets.
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