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Vermont Mental Health Performance Indicator Project 
Agency of Human Services, Department of Health, Department of Mental Health   

108 Cherry Street, Burlington, Vermont 05401 
 
 

TO:  Vermont Mental Health Performance Indicator Project 
  Advisory Group and Interested Parties 
 
FROM: John Pandiani and Brennan Martin 
 
DATE:  August 8, 2008 
 
RE:  VSH Census 1892 - 2008  
 
 
The attached table and graph provide the end-of-year census of the Vermont State 
Hospital for 1892 through 2008.  State Hospital census figures for 1892 through 1987 were 
obtained from VSH paper archives.  State Hospital census figures for 1988 through 2008 
were obtained from Vermont State Treatment Episodes database.   
 
As you will see, the Vermont State Hospital census increased fairly steadily from 165 
residents at the end of 1892, the hospital’s first year, to a high of 1,301 residents at the 
end of 1954.  This overall increase was interrupted by small decreases in 1903-1904, 
1918-20, and 1940-1941.    
 
Following maximum census in 1954, the Vermont State Hospital end-of-year census 
decreased to 1,133 in 1959 before increasing again to 1,235 in 1964.  This period of 
uncertainty was followed by twenty years of almost uninterrupted reduction in the census 
of the Vermont State Hospital during which the census decreased by more than one 
thousand patients to an end-of-year census of 146 in 1984.  The Vermont State Hospital 
census increased to 200 for the last time in 1987, before decreasing to 73 in 1997.  Since 
that time the VSH end-of-year census has remained below 60. 
 
At the end of June 2008 the census of the Vermont State Hospital was 49 patients. 
 
We look forward to your comments, your questions, and your suggestions for further 
analyses of Vermont State Hospital data.  As always, you can reach us by e-mail at 
pip@vdh.state.vt.us or by phone at 802-863-7249. 
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1890 0 1910 585 1930 900 1950 1,263 1970 955 1990 114
1891 0 1911 600 1931 920 1951 1,278 1971 863 1991 96
1892 165 1912 615 1932 965 1952 1,268 1972 748 1992 97
1893 200 1913 650 1933 975 1953 1,280 1973 608 1993 87
1894 210 1914 680 1934 995 1954 1,301 1974 516 1994 67
1895 330 1915 715 1935 1,015 1955 1,294 1975 396 1995 74
1896 475 1916 730 1936 1,040 1956 1,234 1976 373 1996 67
1897 490 1917 740 1937 1,070 1957 1,241 1977 356 1997 73
1898 500 1918 730 1938 1,090 1958 1,180 1978 373 1998 51
1899 510 1919 715 1939 1,095 1959 1,133 1979 294 1999 48
1900 515 1920 710 1940 1,080 1960 1,154 1980 278 2000 52
1901 520 1921 735 1941 1,075 1961 1,219 1981 252 2001 49
1902 525 1922 750 1942 1,080 1962 1,208 1982 251 2002 59
1903 520 1923 775 1943 1,085 1963 1,220 1983 167 2003 57
1904 515 1924 790 1944 1,090 1964 1,235 1984 146 2004 49
1905 530 1925 815 1945 1,115 1965 1,207 1985 182 2005 54
1906 545 1926 825 1946 1,125 1966 1,175 1986 185 2006 53
1907 560 1927 845 1947 1,130 1967 1,069 1987 200 2007 54
1908 565 1928 860 1948 1,190 1968 1,079 1988 161 2008 49
1909 570 1929 885 1949 1,257 1969 1,051 1989 125

Year-End Census, 1892-2008
Vermont State Hospital

State Hospital census figures for 1892 through 1987 were obtained from VSH paper archives.  State Hospital census figures for 1988 through 
2008 were obtained from Vermont State Treatment Episodes database.  
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